
5-12 Grade Social Studies Presidential Election Inquiry 
 

Who is the Best Candidate 

to be President of the USA? 
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Supporting Questions 

 

1. Is there a political party that represents me? 

2. How are we breaking traditional roles with today’s candidates? How did we break 

traditional roles with past candidates?  

3. Who can vote for the US President and why? ? 
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Who is the best candidate for President of the United States ? 

New York State 
Social Studies 

Framework Key 
Ideas and 
Practices.  

Social Studies Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship and Government Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to 
demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental systems of the 
United States and other nations; the United States Constitution; the basic civic responsibilities of citizenship, 

including avenues of participation. 

Staging the 
Question 

Through asking questions, researching information, looking at primary sources and exploring current news stories, 
students will decide which presidential candidate they feel would best represent them. They will then cast their 

votes on election day in a school-wide election. 

Supporting  
Question 1  

Supporting  
Question 2  

Supporting  
Question 3  

Is there a political party that 
represents me? 

How are we breaking traditional roles with 
today’s candidates? How did we break 
traditional roles with past candidates? 

Who can vote for the US President and 
why? 

Formative  
Performance Task 

Formative  
Performance Task 

Formative  
Performance Task 

Political Parties Red, blue or green? 
Donkey, Elephant or leaf? 
Students will explore the 
characteristics of the political parties 
and determine which party they best 
fit into/agree with. 
 
On easel paper, or on padlet.com, 
create a list of characteristics that 
they’d like to see in our President 
(Honest, kind, trustworthy, etc) 
 
Students will watch Brainpop video 
Political Parties  
 
Students will complete Brainpop 
activity familiarizing themselves with 
the characteristics of each political 
party 
 
Students will complete Isidewith.org to 
see which candidate they most agree 
with. 
 
Students will choose a political party 
and, on a corresponding shape, write 3 
sentences describing why they chose 
that party.  
 
 

The candidates [in the computer lab] 
Traditionally, what are the characteristics of 
the president? As a class, generate a list of 
characteristics of the US president (on 
schoology or SMART Board). 
 
Using World Book Online, Grolier’s America the 
Beautiful students will complete graphic 
organizer finding facts on the 2016 presidential 
candidates. 
 
Look at past presidential campaign posters on 
Library of Congress. Discuss, how are the 
candidates portrayed? What do these posters 
tell you? 
 
Day 4 –The issues and ME! 
Students will complete Time for Kids 9/16/14 
Compare/Contrast activity and Super Slogans 
 
Have students look at their graphic organizer 
and discuss 
 
List issues; discuss What is important to 
you/your family? Why? 

 

Voter registration/Voting trends 
In preparation for the upcoming vote, 
students will look at and complete the 
voter registration form. 
 
Discuss, why do you think that 
information is required? Do you think 
more information should be required? 
Why or why not? 
 

Look at the affidavit that needs to be 
signed, did everyone sign it? Is it fair? 
Thoughts? 

 

Use LOC to look at Election results by 
state to see how states tend to vote: 
2012 and 2008 

 

 

 

http://www.padlet.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/politicalparties/
http://www.isidewith.org/
http://www.schoology.com/
https://www.loc.gov/publish/general/presidentialcampaignposters.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/2012587690/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2008626935
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Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Isidewith.org 

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudi
es/usgovernment/politicalparties/ 

 

https://www.loc.gov/publish/general/presiden
tialcampaignposters.html 

 

New York Voter registration form 

https://www.vote.org/register-to-
vote/new-

york/?gclid=CKD88cm86tMCFdpLDQod6
yINvA 

Summative  

Performance 
Task  

Argument 

Who is the best person to be president of the United States? 

Students will identify why a candidate earned their votes, citing specific reasons they identified 
during their research.  

Extension 

Exit interview – how did it feel to vote? Were there any surprises? 

Follow-up – Regardless of who you voted for, do you think that the current president is staying true 
to the candidate he portrayed himself to be during his campaign? Why or why not?  

Looking at current events how is our country’s system of checks and balances maintaining 
democracy?  

How can we use our voices to express our satisfaction or dissatisfaction with our current 
government? How are others using their voices? Cite examples. 

Taking Informed 
Action 

On election day, students cast their votes in a school wide election.  

In the school library, tables set up for students to sign in. They walk to the opposite end of the library 
where they are given a tablet and sent to a voting booth to scan a QR code and cast a vote in a google 
survey. 

After the election, a school-wide map display identifying how each homeroom voted 
 

http://www.isidewith.org/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/politicalparties/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/politicalparties/
https://www.loc.gov/publish/general/presidentialcampaignposters.html
https://www.loc.gov/publish/general/presidentialcampaignposters.html
https://www.vote.org/register-to-vote/new-york/?gclid=CKD88cm86tMCFdpLDQod6yINvA
https://www.vote.org/register-to-vote/new-york/?gclid=CKD88cm86tMCFdpLDQod6yINvA
https://www.vote.org/register-to-vote/new-york/?gclid=CKD88cm86tMCFdpLDQod6yINvA
https://www.vote.org/register-to-vote/new-york/?gclid=CKD88cm86tMCFdpLDQod6yINvA

